THE SPEECH

BUBBLE

Spring is in the air

Welcome to Term 4!

As we enter the final stretch of 2025, it's a great
time to reflect on how much progress has been
made this year. Our school holiday and school
readiness parent training night was an exciting
satrt - find out more about part 2 inside!

In this edition of The Speech Bubble, we are
excitied to share highlights from recent
professional development opportunities, dive
into how we teach social skills in a
neuroaffirming way, and showcase some
wonderful community events and practical tips
for families.
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TEAM MEMBER TRAINING

As speech pathologists we are always eager to grow our skills and
strengthen our knowledge in a range of areas. Recently Kerry has
completed the Responsive Feeding House Model workshop, Julia
and Elise have completed their Meaninful Speech AAC course
and Julia completed the introduction to PROMPT technique
workshop.

The Responsive Feeding House model workshop is a family
centred approach to paediatric feeding assessment and
therapy. Kerry had a great time participating in this
workshop filled with case studies, videos, knowledge
sharing and discussions to help build her knowledge and
skills to support our clients with responsive feeding.

e Motor Speech Disorders

PROMPT therapy is a hands-on speech-
language pathology technique that uses
tactile (touch) and kinesthetic cues to
help individuals with motor speech
disorders. Julia said: ‘I really enjoyed the
PROMPT course because the physical
prompting aspect gave me hands-on
techniques to support my kids with the
motor movements for speech”

Responsive Feeding

AAC for Gestalt Language Processors- A Meaningful Speech Course dives
into how to identify, evaluate and support GLPs who currently
communicate using augmentative and alternative communication (AAC)
or who you think may benefit from AAC.
Julia and Elise said: “The course taught them the importance of truly
listening to each individual's commmunication style and how tailored AAC
strategies can empower them to express themselves fully and ‘t”oa Speak, Learn
meaningfully.” 2y < andGrow



NEUROAFFIRMING SOCIAL SKILLS

How do we work on social skills using a
neuroaffirming approach at Speak, Learn & Grow?

Ways we support social skills:

Include children in setting social
skill goals

/Honour a child’s stimming /
sensory preferences
Explore a child’'s interests as the
basis for social connection
Teach that all communication is
valid & all play is ok - there is no
‘right way' to play
Educate & teach people around the
child (e.g. other students, teachers,
people in the community)
Make changes to expectations &
schedules where needed
Build self-awareness of an

individual's sensory differences,
communication style & socialising
preferences
/Build self-advocacy sKills
JBuiId knowledge of different
communication styles
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Things we don't do:

Teach rigid
‘conversation rules’ or
social rules’

Only focus on changing
the neurodivergent
child

Forcing or encouraging

- eye contact

Teaching the child to
‘sit still’

Withholding preferred
items or activities as
rewards

Value speech (spoken
language as more
desirable than other
forms of
communication
Teach skills that lead to
masking
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PARENT TRAINING SESSIONS

Looking Back

What's Next?

PREPARING YOUR
CHILD FOR:

PART 24

-TUESDAY 21*' OCTOBER
=$39.99 PER HOUSEHOLD
=SPEECHIES AND OT'S



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/preparing-your-child-for-kindergarten-2026-part-2-tickets-1667527101449?aff=ebdsoporgprofile

COMMUNITY SPOTLIGHT

www.dldandme.org/

DLD CJP

AND ME
Children’s Week 2025

“Children have the right to know their rights”

Celebrate Children's Week in the Shire!

Bring the kids and join in for a FREE fun-filled
event on Friday 24 October, 10am-12pm at
Cronulla Central Hall (38-60 Croydon Street,
Cronulla)

Enjoy:

- Free kids’ activities

- Face painting

- Meet local family services

- A great morning out for the whole family!

DONT FORGET TO
CHECK OUT OUR

. 0’ Speak, Learn WEBSITETOO  ©
&*i and Grow speech-learning.com.au
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https://speech-learning.com.au/

PARENT TIPS

Using @ @ @@ for Language

Expand on their

words
If your child says “car,”
you can say “Yes, a fast
red car!”

Celebrate communication, not
perfection
Focus on connection, creativity, and
conversation. not neatness or completion.

Follow your child’s lead
Let them choose what to build. Comment on
their ideas instead of directing the play.
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Language Learning Tips:
 While making the craft, parents
can encourage their child to:
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Name objects and colours:
‘Can you choose a red flower?
How many petals does it have?”
Use action words: ‘Fold the
petals,” “Glue the stem,”
“Decorate your flower.”
Describe and compare: “Which
flower is taller? Which one is
your favourite?”

Practice prepositions: ‘Put the
flower in the pot,” “Place it next
to the yellow flower.”

Answer simple questions:
“What season is it when flowers
bloom?”

SPRING CRAFT CORNER: “BLOOMING FLOWER GARDEN”




Have you seen our blogs for
parents?

Read this blog by one of our
incredible therapists, Anna, about
turning daily activities into language
opportunities. Children learn best
through repetition, connection, and
meaningful interactions. When
language is woven into daily

activities, it's more relevant — and Click here

easier to remember. . to read this
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b therapist directly
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@speaklearngrow Approach our friendly

reception staff
‘ @speaklearngrow
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Fill in a Feedback form
anonymously on our
website:
www.speech-learning.com.au

@slgcaringbah

Speak, Learn and Grow Speech Pathology Services
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Email us directly
info@speech-learning.com.au
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https://www.facebook.com/SpeakLearnGrow/
https://www.instagram.com/speaklearngrow
https://speech-learning.com.au/feedback/
https://speech-learning.com.au/
https://au.linkedin.com/company/speak-learn-and-grow-speech-pathology-services
https://www.tiktok.com/search?q=slgcaringbah&t=1738473806236
https://speech-learning.com.au/2025/07/turn-daily-routines-into-language-opportunities/
https://speech-learning.com.au/2025/07/turn-daily-routines-into-language-opportunities/
https://speech-learning.com.au/2025/07/turn-daily-routines-into-language-opportunities/
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